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THE RESTLESS SOUL HIDDEN
IN THE DARK OF NIGHT:

NIHAO’S NIGHT
SCULPTURES
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The beams from the headlights of a car penetrate the darloess of
the scaside windbreak in the middie of the night. A horde of noc-
murnal insects swarms towards the Hght sour
sings with appal

ashing

Upen
athriller film, or s
wi, but

Iy ng ofun-
imminent arrival of something
At the same t||n| this is the unique atmosphere and
tion which Night Sculptures by Ni Hao, a young Taiwanese expatriate
artist in the LLS, expresses.

Bom in 1989, Ni was the youngest artist to recelve an honourable
mention at the Taipei Arts Awards 2014. After moving to Canada with
his family in 2000, he studied artin the U.S, majoring in sculpture,
and began adopting ready-made objects as his main mode of creation,
As a result, Ni's sources of creativity are very diverse. His inspiration
F P from the g words spoken by Bruce
Lee: "Empty your mind, be formless, shapeless - like water: Now you
putwater into a cup, it becomes the cup, you put water into a bottle,

it becomes the bottle, you put itin a teapot, it becomes the teapot.
Now water can flow or it can crash. Be water, my (riend.’ Taking Night
Sculprures as an example, Nl ustd the walentimammnus denved from
his observation of hing into car headligh

the core to develop a series of works - that sense of crisis Iurkmg in
our consclousness which is ready to pounce at any moment, similar to
the nature of water, Theartist transferred this sentiment into different
vessels, Be it cigarettes, a sulry woman hidden behind a chiffon veil,
car headlights, or the water drizzling from a giant food cart, they all
emanate an atmosphere of peril, like a road movie full of unknown
twists and turns.

Fresh tears, hot blood and wet kisses seem to be essential elements
of a road movie. At the same time, they are also the romantic notes in
Ni's work. The title of one of the pieces in Night Sculpiures comprises
these three components, He dismantled the English letters from the
silver trademarks embedded in car bodies, arranged them into the six
words, and fixed them on an air filter, with its soft texture being the
artist’s metaphor for the human body. Ni states that tears and kisses
arephysl.ologlcal mmns which mdy manifest themselves when
humans are in heigh ional states. The p "l’hemehlA
lie letters, which rep such abstract

the air filter symbolising that the body is an allegory of the emouonal
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impacts we experience in daily life. What are these impacts? Are they
caused by natural disasters, or the damage resulting from the high-
speed collision of two manmade objects? In response to this, the artist
suggests that from reading those words alone, one is easily led into
thinking about how the body reacts during a car crash. They could
also be thecold wurds used to convey messages when people in love
arein heigh states or helmed with griefat the
brink of separation. He alse hopes that they can be subtle whispers
and murmurs which enable viewers to relate to their own personal
experiences.

Through the direction and interpretation of ebjects, Ni visualised and
materialised formless h The soul of Night Sced)

is the violence and fear within us, always locking for opportunities to
brealk free. The work tells of our unique emotions, abstract yet intense,
hy immersing the audience in visual images like those from road mov-
ies in both a direct and subtle manner. These emotions, in turn, will
bring back certain memaries for the viewers. In other words, they may
reawaken that restless and fearful soul lying deep within.
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